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S tor y t ime Scho la r s
Children’s literature is hot, even among grown-ups. 
San Diego State’s English faculty saw the trend coming,
even before Harry Potter. 

By Coleen L. Geraghty

The  Corye l l  Legacy
Memories of Aztec coaching legend, Don Coryell, still delight
fans from Montezuma Mesa and colleagues throughout
today’s National Football League.

By Steve Dolan

Work  o f  Ar t
From future teacher to television pioneer to business
tycoon to inspirational speaker, Art Linkletter’s remarkable
life has come full circle.

By Sandra Millers Younger

I t ’s  A l l  About  K ids
Children’s advocate and SDSU alumna Sandra McBrayer
challenges San Diego with a searing question: Is your
responsibility just to your kids or is it to all kids?

By Sandra Millers Younger
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Shower Curtains Host

Microbial Mayhem

Taking a shower hasn’t been
this scary since Norman Bates.

A study out of the San Diego
State University Center for
Microbial Sciences reveals that
hundreds of millions of color-
ful bacteria thrive on shower
curtains, waiting to attack
those who think they are get-
ting clean.

The bacteria hide in the scum-
my buildup at the bottom of
shower curtains, according to the
study by SDSU professor Scott
Kelley and colleagues at two
other universities.

“People with weak immune sys-
tems are especially susceptible to
these opportunistic pathogens,”
Kelley said, adding that healthy
adults are unlikely to face a seri-

C L A S S A C T S

Aztec Baseball Team Wins Title

Congratulations to the Aztecs
baseball team for winning the

2004 Mountain West Conference
regular season title! Under the
direction of second-year coach

Tony Gwynn, the Aztecs finished
with a 19-9 record and the No. 1

seed for the MWC postseason
tournament. The winner will

advance to the NCAA Regional
Tournament.

SDSU to Develop 

A Greener SUV

Students and faculty from
SDSU's Department of
Mechanical Engineering have
been chosen to participate in a
high-profile competition to
develop a more environmentally
friendly sport utility vehicle.

The competition, called
Challenge X: Crossover to
Sustainable Mobility, is spon-
sored by the U.S. Department 
of Energy (DOE) and General
Motors. The 17 selected univer-
sities, announced at a press con-
ference last week in Washington,
D.C., will re-engineer a 2005
Chevrolet Equinox, a new 
compact SUV. The competitors
have three basic goals: reduce
energy consumption; decrease
emissions; and maintain the 
performance and utility features
of the stock model.

Jim Burns, associate professor 
of mechanical engineering, who
will direct the SDSU team. “We
intend to build the best new
hybrid-electric SUV powertrain
– period,” he said.

Burns expects several dozen 
students per year will have the
opportunity to work on the
Challenge X project. “Work has
already begun on the conceptual
design,” he said.

More information is available at
www.challengex.org.

ous threat from microorganisms
found on shower curtains.

But for children, or patients with
AIDS, or those undergoing
chemotherapy or people with
open wounds, some of the germs
can be extremely dangerous.

“If these pathogens get into the
body of someone who doesn’t
have a strong enough immune
system, the symptoms can be
serious,” Kelley said. The bacte-
ria can cause urinary tract infec-
tions, pneumonia, abscesses in
the gut and more.

Kelly recommended that shower
curtains be cleaned or replaced
regularly. “Or better yet, install
glass shower doors, as these
opportunistic pathogens don’t
seem to thrive on glass like they
do on vinyl,” he said.

r p m
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Transform 500 acres  o f  surplus  federa l  property  into  an outdoor  c lassroom.

That  was  the  idea  in  1966 behind San Diego State ’s  Fortuna Mountain Fie ld

Stat ion,  one  o f  four  “ l iv ing laborator ies”  dedicated to  environmental

research and educat ion.  

But ,  over  t ime,  Fortuna Mountain didn’t  rea l ly  work as  a  f ie ld  s tat ion.

Although convenient ly  c lose  to  campus,  i t s  locat ion within popular  Miss ion

Trai l s  Regional  Park (MTRP) le f t  sens i t ive  exper iments  vulnerable  to  publ ic

access .  And bui lding restr ict ions  prevented construct ion of  lab,  c lassroom

or overnight  fac i l i t ies .  

So  when Sedra  Shapiro ,  executive  director  o f  SDSU’s  Fie ld  Stat ion Programs,

learned that  the  San Diego Zoologica l  Society  needed to  acquire  a  parce l  

o f  natura l  habitat  to  o f f set  expansion of  the  Wild Animal  Park,  she  saw an

opportunity  and se ized i t ,  in i t iat ing negotiat ions  with the  Zoo and the  

City  o f  San Diego.  In  March 2003,  the  City  Counci l  approved the  result ing 

win-win-win transact ion.

The zoo purchased 266 acres  o f  Fortuna Mountain and deeded i t  to  the  c i ty

as  an expansion of  Miss ion Trai l s .  SDSU rea l ized $2 mil l ion f rom the  sa le ,

enough to set  up a healthy endowment benefiting the Field Station Programs. 

“This  t ransact ion was  a  great  benef i t  for  everyone,”  Shapiro  sa id .  “It  more

appropriate ly  a l igns  our  respect ive  miss ions  and expert i se .  I t  s t rengthens

the  partnership between the  c i ty  and the  univers i ty,  and i t  enables  the  zoo

to  comply with mit igat ion requirements .”

Community  leaders  were  equal ly  pleased.  “Creat ing a  mit igat ion area  in

Miss ion Trai l s  Regional  Park was  a  wonder ful  way to  secure  land in  perpe-

tuity  and to  generate  income for  the  SDSU Fie ld  Stat ion Programs,”  sa id

Dorothy Leonard,  chair  o f  the  MTRP Cit izens  Advisory  Committee .  

“It  was  a  wonder ful  opportunity  partner ing with San Diego State

Univers i ty  to  provide  addit ional  land for  Miss ion Trai l s ,”  City  Counci l

Member  J im Madaf fer  agreed.  

And for  once  the  environment came out  ahead,  too .  “It  i s  a  nice  consor-

t ium,”  Shapiro  sa id ,  “because  we a l l  have  an interest  in  the  natura l  world,

land stewardship and making decis ions  based in  sc ience .”  

– SMY

r p m
Environmental grand slam

Photo:  Rober t  Dlouhy
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As a boy in a small Indian town in the foothills of the
Himalayas, Dipak Gupta watched in fear as Bangladeshi
refugees staged a protest at his home, objecting to decisions

made by his father, a magistrate.
“It’s one of my earliest memories. These people were doing a

sit-in protest all around our house; we couldn’t get out,” Gupta
recalled. “It was a very threatening situation, an uneasy situation
for a child.”

A few years later, Gupta watched as a violent leftist movement
engulfed Bengal, his home state in India. He saw many of his
friends and even a close family member drawn into the strife.
Some were tortured by the police; some, jailed; some, forced into
exile; and several were killed.

The situation made Gupta wonder. “What causes people to join
collective movements?” he wanted to know. “I was very interested
in what causes people to be in that mode where you don’t think
about your own well-being.”

Now a research associate at the Fred J. Hansen Institute for
World Peace at San Diego State University, Gupta credits those early
experiences with sparking a lifelong interest in political extremism,
genocide and terrorism. 

Eventually, that obsession led to a distinguished academic
career that blurs the disciplinary distinctions among political sci-
ence, economics, sociology and even psychology. The roots of
political violence are not easily traced to one discipline or labeled
by one definition, he argues.

A KILLING FRENZY
Crucial to Gupta’s scholarship and helpful to anyone struggling

to understand the motivation of terrorists is the concept of “collec-
tive madness,” a killing frenzy that can impel entire populations to
commit acts of terrorism and other atrocities. The “madness” he
describes is not a psychological disorder, but instead a powerful,
primordial group mindset intrinsic to the human species. 

Early humans survived by forming groups to protect themselves
from predators, Gupta explained. This contributed toward a mind-
set that creates a strong sense of “us” and “them,” and can easily
turn into violence.

“What I call collective madness is when people try to harm
another person because their very existence as a part of a particu-
lar group is odious [to them],” he said.

Collective or group thinking has been marginalized and deval-
ued in Western societies and was thought to have suffered a mortal

blow in the collapse of the Soviet Union. But many societies still
embrace collective religious and ethnic identities that can easily
be mobilized into action, Gupta said.

Collective thinking is not always a negative force, he empha-
sized. The same self-sacrifice and group thinking motivates fire-
fighters, social-service workers and members of the military.

“It doesn’t have to be sinister,” Gupta said. “You can be an
environmental activist and try to save the environment. You may
be like Mother Teresa. It’s a force; it can be good or bad.”

DIFFERING VALUES
Gupta believes the West mistakenly assumes other societies

with very different values will someday eagerly embrace the con-
cepts of individualism and enlightened self-interest we hold dear. 

“They thought that when communism fell,” Gupta said. “They
all assumed that we are all motivated by individualism. But we are
finding out that a large part of the world doesn’t work that way.”

As evidence, he points to the social status of the Sept. 11 ter-
rorists. Most came from middle-class or wealthy families. 

“There are lots of other places where people live in abject
poverty, and they are not out to kill us,” Gupta added. Instead of
economic deprivation, he suggests malignant political leadership
is more likely to instigate collective madness.

Middle Eastern political leaders preach this intolerance, Gupta
said. “They view anything Western as a threat. If people think that
by nation-building we [will] solve these problems, we won’t.”

In Islamic nations, the sense of collective identity is height-
ened by the religious concept of ummah, or Islamic
brotherhood, reflected in a strong
commitment to social justice
and extreme sensitivity to
attacks against other
Muslims, Gupta said.

“It’s the collective
identity, ‘us’ and
‘them,’” he said. “When
you have a strong concept
of us, and you hit some of
them, it creates a condition
where the entire Islamic
world starts looking at the
U.S. and its allies as the
aggressors.”

Gupta’s expertise has been in high demand since Sept. 11.
He’s been interviewed by the media and participated in a panel
discussion on the terrorist attacks at an SDSU town hall meeting
held Sept. 25. 

Gupta outlines his theories in Path to Collective Madness: A
Study in Social Order and Political Pathology, published late
last year. It’s his fifth book, and adds to a bibliography including
more than 50 articles in scholarly journals and newspapers. 

He has been a professor in the School of Public
Administration and Urban Studies at SDSU since 1977, serves as
the co-director of the university’s Institute for International
Security and Conflict Resolution and occupied the Fred J.
Hansen Chair of Peace Studies from 1998 to 2001. 

Gupta was named Professor of the Year in 1994 and hon-
ored as the Albert W. Johnson Distinguished Lecturer in 1997.
Starting in fall 2002, he will join the department of political 
science faculty.

NO EASY ANSWERS
There is no easy solution to the problem of collective mad-

ness, Gupta said, and he’s not optimistic about the outcome of
future conflicts between the U.S. and terrorist groups and the
nations that harbor them.

“There is hardly an answer on the horizon,” he said. “If
there is going to be a long-term solution, it must come with the

cooperation of the Muslim world.”
Western nations also have 

to come to terms with the 
cultural factors that both
encourage terrorists and at
the same time limit Western

reactions to terrorism.
“A large loss of

life on our side or
pictures of people
suffering on the

other side can
quickly turn public
opinion against any

war,” Gupta said. “For
us, every life is precious.

How do you wage a war
like that?” ■

WhyWhy? By Liese Klein

Background photo by Mike Rieger/FEMA NewsDipak Gupta photos by David Friend

Acts  of  Terrorism  May  Be     Expressions  of ‘Collective Madness’Acts  of Terrorism  May  Be     Expressions  of ‘Collective Madness’
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A $2.7 million campaign to fund
the project is now under way.

ÒWhat it amounts to is recogni-
tion that weÕre a powerhouse in
this area,Ó asserted Jerry Griswold,
one of the first English professors
hired to teach childrenÕs literature
at SDSU nearly 20 years ago.

Faculty envision the center as a
beehive of international scholar-
ship and activity, sponsoring
study-abroad exchanges and
attracting leading specialists 
such as Maria Nicolajeva, a former
Fulbright recipient and past presi-
dent of the International Research
Society for ChildrenÕs Literature.
Nicolajeva taught at SDSU from
1999 to 2001.

The center would also develop
curricula to train thousands of
California teachers to expand 
their use of childrenÕs literature 
in the classroom. This effort
would build on the work of the
SDSU ChildrenÕs Literature Circle,
a group of teachers, librarians,
writers, booksellers and alumni
that meets occasionally to discuss
books or hear leading childrenÕs
authors, such as Russell Hoban,
Lawrence Yep and Gary Soto. 

The link between childrenÕs 
literature and teacher education 
at SDSU was forged years 
ago. Professor Emeritus Peter
Neumeyer developed the chil-

Once upon a time, the realm
of wizards, ogres and enchanted
sprites rarely extended beyond 
the boundaries of childhood, but
today childrenÕs literature enjoys
unprecedented popularity on adult
best-seller lists and in the display
windows of leading booksellers. 

Scholars at San Diego State,
where the study of books written
for youthful audiences has long
been a credentialed field of aca-
demic endeavor, see the shift in
public opinion as welcome Ð
and overdue. 

ÒWe won the battle [for legitima-
cy] long ago,Ó said Alida Allison,
whose course, ÒAdolescence in
Literature,Ó tackles the work 
of James Joyce, Sophocles, J.D.
Salinger, Russell Hoban, Pam
Mu–oz Ryan and Zhai Zenghua.
ÒAt San Diego State, childrenÕs
literature is prized for its intrinsic
value as literature, not primarily
as a stepping stone to literacy.Ó

That distinction undergirds the
College of Arts and LettersÕ long-
standing and broadening support
for the childrenÕs literature pro-
gram. This fall, the Department
of English and Comparative
Literature will offer a new spe-
cialization in the field for mas-
terÕs students. And plans have
been approved to establish a
National Center for the Study of
ChildrenÕs Literature on campus.

drenÕs literature specialty within
the Department of English and
Comparative Literature in the
late 1970s, making SDSU one of
the first universities to offer this
field of study. With Ramon Ross
and George Mehaffy from the
College of Education, Neumeyer
then designed courses with 
liberal studies students in mind.
His six-unit block of childrenÕs
literature courses is still a
requirement for San Diego State
students planning to teach 
elementary school. 

Today, about 200 liberal studies
students enroll in these courses
each semester. Liberal studies
program coordinator Phoebe
Roeder estimates that up to 70
percent of students in the pro-
gram go on to earn teaching 
credentials and eventually find
positions in San Diego area
schools, a factor that childrenÕs
literature faculty consider an
added responsibility.   

ÒWe are very aware that many 
of our students are teachers and
future teachers, that weÕre talking
to people who are going to be
using these books in their own
classrooms,Ó Allison said. ÒWe
recognize how formative that is.Ó

June Cummins, the newest of
SDSUÕs childrenÕs literature 
specialists, hopes the center will
also engage a broader audience in

Storytime  Scholars
KidsÕ Lit IsnÕt   KidsÕ Play

B y  C o l e e n  L . G e r a g h t y
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